
 
October 10, 2019 

Dear Lopez School Parents/Guardians, 
 
We are writing to provide you with information on the school board’s decision to re-
open school on Monday. We also wish to announce a meeting, next Thursday, October 
17 at 6 pm, in the MPR, to review our safety procedures and to hear public comments 
from the school community about Tuesday’s events and the school’s actions in 
response. 
 
As you know, the school has been closed since Tuesday afternoon because of reports of 

a threat to campus safety. Let us start with key points made to the school board by the 

San Juan County Sheriff’s Department at Wednesday evening’s special board meeting.  

The sheriff reported after a thorough search and investigation the school building and 
grounds are safe. No weapons of any kind were found in a search conducted 
Wednesday of the campus grounds, buildings, and school lockers. 
 
The sheriff’s department also reported that their investigation has uncovered no 
credible threats of violence towards the school or students.  They have interviewed 
students and teachers involved in comments made by students during school as well as  
postings made by others on social media. They have traced the path of the social media 
postings which caused alarm as well as the subsequent reports made to the 
school.  According to the sheriff, the statements made by students do not pose a 
credible threat, and the online postings appear to be based on rumor and 
misunderstanding. 
 
The investigation has found the heart of the online rumors was a posting referring to an 
incident of a weapon on the school campus in the 1980s. In the back and forth of social 
media, the reference to the past was lost and people thought the information referred 
to the present time, which it did not. We want to reiterate; the sheriff’s department 
found no weapons on the school grounds or buildings and nothing to substantiate the 
online rumors. 
 
While the sheriff's report concluded that the school is now safe to occupy, and there is 
not a threat to safety, they also reported that their investigation is ongoing. The board, 
administration, and a member of the sheriff's department discussed the situation and 
decided to proceed with the utmost caution and wait to re-open the school on Monday.  
 
This will allow the sheriff time to follow up on a few loose ends, and the school team of 
staff and faculty to finish their preparations to welcome and support students safely 
returning to school. Currently, in an effort to provide a welcoming environment when 
students return to school on Monday, the district is making arrangements to offer 
counseling resources for children next week as needed. 



 
We understand this has been a very challenging week, and it is difficult to alter plans to 
accommodate children being out of school for two days. While we certainly understand 
the hardships involved, our responsibility is to take all threats seriously and protect the 
safety of the children in our care with diligence and caution. 
 
And finally, to the review of the handling of this incident.  We recognize that such a 
review is appropriate.  A committee is being formed which will be led by faculty 
member Richard Tetu to assess all aspects of this incident and our response, with the 
goal of providing recommendations moving forward.  Richard is a long-time member of 
the faculty with a background as an EMT, Firefighter and has specialized training in 
Emergency Management.    
 
Richard will be holding a meeting next Thursday, October 17, 6 PM, in the school MPR, 
with the primary purpose of hearing public comments about the events of this past 
Tuesday, reviewing the school’s response, addressing concerns submitted at the special 
board meeting, and gathering suggestions and ideas for improvements going forward.   
 
We greatly appreciate his willingness to take on this task. 
 
The district looks forward to opening the school and getting back to supporting and 
educating our community's children on Monday. We will continue to email and post 
information on our website.  If there is any change to our plans, we will post on the 
website and contact families. 
 
Thank you for your attention and understanding, 
 
Brian Auckland, Superintendent 
Dixie Budke, Interim Principal 
John Helding, School Board Chair 
 
 


